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Open Wednesday—Sunday @ 4PM

Make your Valentine’s Day reservations now!
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Modern Vintage Opera

Presents

Wenithen

Opera by Jules Massenet

The story is based on Goethe's epistolary
novel The Sorrows of Young Werther, which
was based both on fact and on Goethe's own
early life.

January 26, 28 2024 February 2, 4 2024
Litchfield Intermediate Sch Eno Memorial Hall
35 Plumb Hill Rd 754 Hopmeadow St

Litchfield, CT Simsbury, CT


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Sorrows_of_Young_Werther
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Avon Chiropractic Health Center
Dr. Joanne A. Santiago ~ Dr. Joelle M. Santiago

Chiropractic Physicians

549 West Avon Rd, Avon, Connecticut 06001-2909
Phone (860) 673-2225 Fax (860) 673-7193
www.healthespine.com

The Old Well Tavern
20 Tariffville Rd, Simsbury CT
860-658-0050

Serving the Best BURGERS, BBQ,
WINGS and BEERS in the Valley!
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FRANKIE'S FOOD TRUCK I ooD TRUCK

‘frankiesfoodtruck@yahoo.com’

T avenrs

Private Parties ' 1! _—
Local Breweries & Vineyards

https://theoldwelltavernsimsburyct.com/
Weekly Specials posted on Facebook
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Serving Lunch & Dinner Tuesday - Sunday
460 Albany Turnpike + 860-693-0034
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About the Opera

“Werther” is an interesting enigma. Infamous for its historical impact and
deemed “toxic” by a modern lens, it’s also a poignant reflection of the eternal
tension between passion and societal expectations. Upon exploring the story, I
couldn’t help but resonate with Werther’s need for a simpler life and understand
the tragic quality of it clashing with the rigid demands of the world. In
Massenet’s opera, this tension becomes a captivating dance between the
characters and each of them embodies a different facet of that struggle:
Charlotte emerges as a compelling figure with her own desires and complexities.
Torn between desire and societal expectations, she becomes a captivating
counterpoint to Werther. Sophie’s unshakable childlike bliss and Albert's
embodiment of the stern grip of duty offer further angles on this timeless
struggle as well, making it richer.

The very spirit of creation and collaboration echoes in our journey to bring this
story to life. Just as Werther and Charlotte’s love blossoms through distant
letters, our production bridged physical barriers through sheer artistic will and
desire to create. I feel very honored to be making my directorial debut
alongside this brave group of artists and humans.

Meet Our Music Director

Blake Hansen (Music Director /Accompanist) Blake Hansen is a versatile
musician who performs internationally as a soloist, collaborative artist, chamber
musician, repetiteur, vocal coach, and conductor. Blake has
appeared in many notable venues around the world, including
Carnegie Hall, Steinway Hall in NYC, Teatro Municipal de
Niteréi in Brazil, The Bushnell in Connecticut, and the

Illsley Ball Nordstrom Hall in Seattle. Blake is a much sought-
after vocal accompanist for choirs, opera, and music theater.
He collaborates as a repetiteur, coach, and music director with
CT Lyric Opera, Salt Marsh Opera, Hartford Opera Theater,
Opera Theater of CT, Madison Lyric Stage, Greve Opera
Academy in Italy, and Modern Vintage Opera. In addition to opera, Blake is also
a very active choral accompanist and director. He has appeared with many of
the leading professional choral ensembles in CT, including CONCORA, Voce,
and Concinnity, and has for 5 years been the assistant conductor and
accompanist for the New Haven Chorale. He currently accompanies and
coaches at UConn and the Hartt School.




The Cast and Crew

Werther
Charlotte

Sophie
Albert

Set

Backstage
Lighting

Audio Recording
Subtitles
Promotion

Program Book

Daniel Kamalié

Julie Rumbold (1/26,2/4)
Rebecca de Almeida (1/28, 2/2)
Chelsea Lorraine

Liam Shannon

Peter Hoople, Aversa Sheldon, Ray Lewis
Ray Lewis

Zack Capitao

Michael Goldberg

Rebecca McFarland, Aversa Sheldon
Jan Sherlock, Cathy Rumbold, Rebecca
McFarland, Julie Rumbold

Cathy Rumbold

UNIONVILLE
AUTO « BODY

(860) 673-8674

Pat LeBouthillier

Fax (860) 675-6398

Depot Place,

Accidents happen &
when they do
we can help

unionville@sbcglobal.net

Unionville, CT 06085  unionvilleautobody.com



‘Werther Synopsis

ACT 1

The eldest daughter of the widowed Bailiff, Charlotte, had promised her
dying mother that she would marry Albert. At the opening, Albert is
traveling and not currently in town, so Charlotte is escorted to the
evening ball by the young poet named Werther. When Werther arrives,
he speaks enthusiastically while spying on Charlotte prior to departing
for the ball. When Albert returns unexpectedly after a six-month trip,
he finds Charlotte not at home. He is reassured and consoled by
Charlotte’s younger sister, Sophie. That night after the ball, Werther
confesses that he has fallen in love with Charlotte, but before he reveals
that to her, he realizes that Albert has returned home. Werther
becomes discouraged but insists that Charlotte remain faithful to her
promise to marry Albert.

ACT 2

Three months later, Charlotte and Albert are now married. As they walk
happily through town, a disconsolate Werther follows behind. Albert
and Sophie try their best to cheer him up, but they are unable to lift
Werther's spirits. Later, Werther talks with Charlotte about their first
meeting. Charlotte is worried about his well-being and urges him to
leave town until Christmas. Dejected, Werther mopes away and starts to
contemplate committing suicide. Sophie manages to catch up to him
and interrupts his destructive thought process. After shouting at her, he
runs off leaving Sophie in tears. Albert realizes that Werther must be in
love with Charlotte, which would explain his erratic behavior.

** Intermission **



‘Werther Synopsis

ACT 3

At home, alone, on Christmas Eve, Charlotte spends time rereading the
letters from Werther. She is overcome with emotion and prays for
strength. Sophie tries to cheer up her older sister. Suddenly Werther
returns and surprises her. When Werther begins to read a passage from
his translation of Ossain, an excerpt about the poet foreseeing his own
death, Charlotte begs him to quit reading. Then it dawns on Werther
that she must love him too. When he goes to embrace her, she runs
away as she says her last goodbye. Werther is overcome with sadness.
He decides to take his life to end his emotional agony. When Albert
returns home, he receives a message from Werther requesting to borrow
his pistols, explaining he is going on an extended trip. Charlotte has a
terrible premonition and runs out of her house hoping to reach Werther
before it is too late.

ACT 4

Charlotte bursts into Werther's home only to find that, to her horror,
Werther is lying on the ground mortally wounded. Charlotte consoles
him by declaring her love and begs for his forgiveness. While breathing
his life's last breaths, a chorus of children sings.
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Best Under The Sun

710 Hopmeadow St Store Phone: (860) 658-2271
Simsbury CT 06070 Pizza Phone: (860) 658-1210

fitzgeraldsfoods.com




Meet Our Performers

Daniel Kamali¢ (Werther), lyric-dramatic tenor, has been praised for his
“silver-toned” (Chris Ruel, OperaWire), “big, stunning voice” (Chris Buchanan,
Berkshire Fine Arts). About his performance in Buffalo Opera
Unlimited’s La Bohéme, Peter Hall of Buffalo Rising wrote “This
opera depends on three upper register voices and here they
deliver. The tenor voice of Rodolfo ... fills Rockwell Hall...”
Daniel’s busy 2022-23 season also included the roles of Don
José in Carmen with both Opera Theater of CT and NYC’s The
Opera Next Door, Eisenstein in Die Fledermaus with both CT
Lyric Opera and New Rochelle Opera, King Kaspar in Amahl
and the Night Visitors with Opera CT, Beadle Bamford in
Sweeney Todd with Madison Lyric Stage, Mr. Gobineau in The Medium with
Buffalo Opera Unlimited, two new operas: Jarrar’s The Cask of Amontillado at
NYC’s Emerging Artist Theater and Santelli’s The Silk City at New Jersey’s
Garden State Opera, plus concert soloist engagements with the Croton Chorale,
Danbury Symphony Orchestra, NYC’s Libero Canto, and a recital of 1920’s
musical theater songs with the Cornerstone Playhouse in Rhode Island. This
April, he will make his Lincoln Center debut in Marshall Opera’s Oral History
Project. www.kamalic.com

Julie Rumbold (Charlotte: 1/26, 2/4), mezzo-soprano, has been described, by
artistic and music directors, as enthusiastic and extremely talented with a solid
vocal technique. She has been seen featured in Operas,
Operettas and Concerts throughout Southern New England.
Julie has performed with Modern Vintage Opera, Berkshire
Opera Festival, CT Lyric Opera, Madison Lyric Stage, The
Whitney Center for the Arts MA, Lollipop Opera, Greylock
Opera MA, Contemporary Theater Company RI, Simsbury Light
Opera Company and CT Gilbert and Sullivan Society. She has
studied and performed with New England Opera Intensive in
Boston and at the International Music Festival in Vols am
Schlern, Italy. In 2016 she was a finalist for American Opera Idol with Opera
Connecticut. A few operatic credits include La Zia Principessa in Suor Angelica,
Dorabella in Cosi fan tutte, Eboli (Don Carlo), Marie-Thérése in the premier of the
opera The Weeping Woman, Elle in La voix humaine, Cornelia in Giulio

Cesare, Hansel in Hansel and Gretel, Prince Orlofsky in Die Fledermaus and the
title role in Princess Ida. In April 2024 Julie will be making her debut
performance with Opera Magnifico in New Jersey.



http://www.kamalic.com/

Meet Our Performers

Rebecca de Almeida (Charlotte: 1/28, 2/2), Brazilian mezzo-soprano, switched
her career as a pianist to an opera singer a couple of years before the pandemic.
Rebecca has performed a variety of roles throughout the US,
Latin America and Europe. Her operatic roles include the title
role in Carmen, the title role in Giulio Cesare, Orfeo in Orfeo ed
Euridice, Dorabella in Cosi fan tutte and Count Orlovsky in Die
Fledermaus. Rebecca made her debut at Carnegie Hall (in
concert) and her debut in Mexico as Donna Elvira in Mozart’s
Don Giovanni; she was invited back this year to Mexico to sing
Marcellina in Le Nozze di Figaro. Rebecca is proud to be a
recurring soloist for the New Haven Chorale, where this past
season she performed in Bach’s Magnificat in D and Handel’s Messiah for their
Holiday Concert. Rebecca is glad to have been welcomed to the professional choir
CONCORA, and to debut this role for Modern Vintage Opera. Rebecca has a
passion to educate young children in classical music which led her to develop
online programs for children o to 7. IG: @rebecca.de.almeida,
@musicacomabecca; websites: www.rebeccadealmeida.com,
www.musicbecca.com; Facebook: Rebecca de Almeida.

Chelsea Lorraine (Sophie), soprano, grew up in southeastern CT. Recent
performances include Annina in La Traviata, Dew Fairy in Hansel and

Gretel with Opera Theater of CT, and collaborative recitals
focused on art songs and chamber music. Recently, she placed
first in CT National Association of Teachers of Singing (NATS)
competition advanced division and third in New England
Regional NATS advanced division. Chelsea is a soprano with
Boston based choir Voices 21C and was a Masterclass Artist
with the Art Song Preservation Society of New York in New
York City. She holds a BA in music and a Graduate Performer’s
Certificate in Vocal Performance from the University of
Connecticut, where she studied with celebrated mezzo-soprano, Meredith Ziegler.
While at UConn, Chelsea performed various roles with UConn Opera Theater and
Outreach, such as, Alice in Walter Slaughter’s Alice in Wonderland, Amalia Balash
in She Loves Me, and Second Witch in Dido and Aeneas. Currently she is a
member of the voice faculty at the Hartt Community Division and maintains a
private voice studio. She also studies acting at HB Studio in New York City, with
renowned acting teacher, Michael Beckett. Additionally, Chelsea holds a BS in
mechanical engineering.



http://www.rebeccadealmeida.com/
http://www.musicbecca.com/

Meet Our Performers

Liam Shannon (Albert), baritone, has been praised by the South Florida
Classical Review for his “strong” voice. He has performed roles
such as Ping in Giacomo Puccini’s Turandot, Elviro in G.F.
Handel’s Serse, The Minskman in Jonathan Dove’s Flight, The
Ferryman in Benjamin Britten’s Curlew River, Artemidore /
Ubalde in Jean Baptiste-Lully’s Armide, and Antonio in W.A.
Mozart’s Le Nozze di Figaro. He has performed as a soloist
with Opera Vermont, the New England Repertory Orchestra,
the Utah Valley Vocal Arts Academy, Miami Classical Music
Festival, Opera Lucca Festival, and the Bennington County
Choral Society. Liam recently graduated with his Master of Music in Vocal Arts &
Opera from the USC Thornton School of Music where he studied with renowned

voice teacher, Lynn Helding
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Special Thanks

2023-2024 Business Sponsors

Connecticut Office of the Arts

Avon Chiropractic Health Center, Avon CT
Babbos Handyman Services

Design by the Jonathans

Fitzgerald’s Food, Simsbury CT

Goldberg Larkin Financial Planning, W. Hartford CT
Madam To Sews, Simsbury CT

Martocchio Music, Simsbury CT

The Old Well Tavern, Simsbury CT
Renato’s Sewing Machine

Saltwater Grille, Litchfield CT

Saybrook Fish House of Canton

Unionville Auto Body
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www.madam-to-sews.com www.renatossewing. Com"ti‘

on facebook: madamtosews = ».2231 Silas Deane Hwy, Rocky Hill Ct 060,?1_:1

ﬁ MARTOCCHIO MUSIC
30 Years Old !
1 Massaco Street 860-651-6683 (NOTE)
Simsbury, CT 06070 860-658-2263 (BAND)
Email: MartocchioMusic@gmail.com

Lessons Available STORE HOURS:
Monday - Thursday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

- hi < Friday 9:00 am - 3:00pm
martoccniomusic.com Saturday-9:00 am - 1:00 pm

Facebook.com/martocchiomusicLLC Sunday - Closed



Special Thanks
2023 Raffle & Auction Business Donors

Amici Italian Grill, Avon
Antonio’s Restaurant, Simsbury
Avon Chiropractic, Avon
Battiston’s Fabric Care, Avon
Farmington Woods Golf, Avon
Fitzgerald’s Foods, Simsbury
Full Moonshine, Canton

Liki Asian Bistro, Avon

Madam To Sews, Simsbury
Market Place Kitchen and Bar, Avon
Mizu 21, Canton

Platinum Studio, Granby
Saybrook Fish House, Canton
Super Cellar Liquors, Avon

2023 Individual Contributors

Cathy & Bob Rumbold Chandler Howard
Jan & Mike Sherlock Ken Hyne

Mary Beth Carey Rita Kirby

Steve & Susan Shapiro Dave & Nina Miller

We would also (ike to extend our thanks to

The Sherlocks
Kathy Marschall
Town of Simsbury
The Litchfield Intermediate School
Our Wonderful Cast and Crew
All Our Volunteers



Home Repair - Drywall Repair

Carpentry

interiors

Babbos Handyman Services LLC

kitchens

Fixture Replacement
Painting & More

860-491-5808

Babboshandymanservices.com

bathrooms

HIC.0667695

J

design by the jonathans

Design by the Jonathans, LLC

thejonathans.com
203.557.3205
Serving Connecticut and New York




Modern Vintage Opera

P.O. Box 101
Weatogue Ct 06089

Email: ModernVintageOpera@gmail.com

Website:  ModernVintageOpera.com
Subscribe to our mailing list to receive updates
Consider Donating to the Arts

Facebook: facebook.com/Modern-Vintage-Opera

Upcoming Events

Visit our website for details.

Other Future Events

MVO in Concert

Semi-Staged Productions

MVO’s 2" Gala

Carmen



mailto:ModernVintageOpera@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Modern-Vintage-Opera-108447620684001/

